We hofe you enjoy this tour of car
Yloating whict o an cnleredting
aspect of raitoading, both cn

12 =1 scale and model
méwmg 5%7%4@4%



So, lets Take a Cruise Around
New York Harbor. . .
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in at the Finot (Uass leange at the dock.
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After much anticipation. . .
Our ship comes in!



And here she is. . .Float 26! Ex-NY,NH&H.










The floating between Bay Ridge and Greenville began with the New Haven
and Pennsylvania RR’s. Unfortunately, after PC absorbed the NH the floating
was discontinued, the catenary and poles came down on the Bay Ridge
Branch and all freight re-routed to Selkirk; totally by-passing NYC and
adding truck traffic to the already congested roads in the city.
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This map of NY Harbor in 1949 shows a portion of how busy
the car floating was. All the areas in red along the harbor had
float bridges.
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Examples of NH and PRR steam tugs.

New Haven PRR




Hell Gate Bridge connecting the Bronx with Long Island gave
the New Haven access to Penn Station and Bay Ridge.
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w o
ell. . .cnough historny, o let o fast
forward a bit



Our engine was sometimes stored overnight at the
Port Jersey RR. He we are enroute to the float
bridge. Note the unusual switch.
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Our engine is Ex-CN SW1200RS No. 1337/.




Since | was a former NY,NH&H employee, | tried to
convince management to repaint the 1337. ..
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CONRAIL brings our cars from Oak Island Yard.




Up in the “command module” | await
instructions from the conductor.







In the meantime, CSX makes a guest
appearance with the OJT-1 for Tropicana.




Former George H.W. Bush campaign engine
on the OJT-1.
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Remnants of the bridges that are out

of service!
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Overhead view of crossovers at bridge.







We have now run around the drop in order
to shove down to the float for loading.
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“Pinning” the float to secure it to the bridge.
That heavy steel bar slides into a receptacle on the float
and then is secured with what are called rack lines.
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Unloading a float from Bay Ridge.
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Didge. . .

it dets

Our




On Its way. . .




Pontoon float bridge in Brooklyn.




Loading the float in Brooklyn at
Bush Terminal.




Street running in Brooklyn.




The NY Cross Harbor RR today is
NY-NJ RAIL.







Whene the PRR bridges once dtood,
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Diagram of new Greenville float bridge.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CARFLOAT TRANSFER BRIDGE
IN NEW YORK HARBOR
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PRR float bridges demolished, new ones
being built.
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New Greenville bridge under construction.




New bridge taking shape.

urtesy of NYNJ Rail / PANYNJ
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New 65 Street Yard and float bridge in Brooklyn.
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The froesent and the future containly

MY Farbor. Wl ct ever netuwen to

what ¢ was in yeard gone by? Only
the Juture witl tell!
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